Next Meeting – Friday, April 28th, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. at the Burgess Hall (location to be
confirmed)
Mary Lynne Holton and Judy Kennedy offered to bring muffins for the meeting

LAKE NETWORKING GROUP MEETING
Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock Road, Tay Valley Township
Friday Sept. 30, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.
Participating:
Lake Associations:
Adrienne Fowlie- Larocque (Pike Lake), Eric Boysen (Bennett/Fagan), Terry and Judy Kennedy
(Kennebec Lake), Philippa and Bob Fugler (Loughborough Lake ), Reid Kilburn, Murray Hunt
(Otty Lake), Kay Rogers (County of Lanark Legacy Cottage Program), Kris McDonald (Farren
Lake), Mary Lynne and Jim Holton (Canonto Lake), Rob and Lynn Bell (Mississippi Lakes), Art
Dunham (Big Clear Lake), Christine Skirth (Upper Rideau Lake), Pat Jones, Judy Hall (Dalhousie
Lake), Doug Kirkland, Bill Belanger (Big Rideau Lake Association), Brian Devlin (Eagle Lake), Larry
Bowen, Donna Walsh (Christie Lake), Joan Delaney, Ruth Deavy and Heather Arnold (Chaffey’s
Area Lake Associations), Larry Arpaia (Greater Bobs and Crow), Cliff Halliwell (Black Lake),
Martha Lush (Big Crosby Lake), Kevin Browne, Barbara Fradkin (Sharbot Lake Association), Karen
Hunt (Lake Networking Group).
Agencies and Organizations:
Taro Alps (Lake Links Planning Committee), Meaghan McDonald, Laura Parent (RVCA), Alyson
Symon, Kelly Stiles, Mel Dodd- Moher (MVCA), Elizabeth Holmes (MNRF).
Regrets:
Barbara King, Melissa Dakers (Watersheds Canada), Gord Rodgers (14 Island Mink), Connie
Stackhouse (Bennett/Fagan), Frank Johnson, Andrew Kendrick (Little Silver and Rainbow), David
Taylor (FoTW), Irv Dardick (Eagle Lake), Donna Craig (Bennett and Fagan), Judy McIntyre
(Kashwakamack), Paula Stewart (Leeds, Grenville and Lanark Health Unit).
1. Welcome:
Karen Hunt introduced herself and greeted presenters and lake association representatives
and thanked everyone for coming. The members present were asked to introduce
themselves
Everyone agreed that the auditorium format worked well for the growing number of
participants.
Karen mentioned that:
 Updated Lake Association contact information was needed for the Health Unit
Emergency Contacts List
 Tay Valley Township lake associations contact list also needed to be updated.
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2. Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority – Alyson Symon, Kelly Stiles and Mel DoddMoher
Septic System Field Trip
 Eric Kohlsmith is interested in the idea of a Lake Networking Group septic system
field trip to Baxter Conservation Centre Spring 2017
 Adrienne Fowlie -Larocque and Philippa Fugler offered to work with Alyson
Symon and Karen Hunt to work on planning for this field trip
MVCA Updates
Lake Monitoring
 Watershed Watch program - MVCA’s water quality monitoring efforts this field season
will focussed on the Clyde Subwatershed, as well as few other lakes.
 Watershed Watch State of the Lake Reports will be available in January.
 Reporting format will be changed to one full report for all sampled lakes presenting data
in a broader context.
 2017 will focus mainly on the Fall River system.
 Worked with OFAH on Invasive Species Monitoring Program – sample for zebra mussels
and spiny water flea – sampled approx. 20 lakes – results in April.
Lake Temperature Monitoring
 Pilot Lake Temperature Monitoring Project in 2016 to set up continuous water
temperature monitoring devices at waterfront properties
 Sharbot, Kashwakamak, Dalhousie and Mississippi Lakes
 2017 – these lakes will be repeated – consulting over the winter about expanding the
program to other lakes
Shoreline Planting – Mazinaw Project
 MVCA is implementing a pilot bulk order and independent planting program on
Mazinaw Lake
 Only advertised through the lake’s association this summer and fall.
 Had a very good response of 26 properties for a total of 330 plants ordered – to be
delivered in the spring at a plant pick up event.
 MVCA will be doing this program again in 2017 - lake to be determined.
Mississippi River Watershed Plan
Broad Watershed scale project following the Integrated Watershed Management Model
Bringing together
 Mississippi R Water Management Plans (dam operations and water level regimes),
 Water Quality information (nutrient budget)
 Climate Change modelling projections
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 Planning and Land use changes
 Natural Heritage information (systems approach)
Three phases:
 Watershed characterization and scoping to identify issues
 Develop and assess management alternatives
 Develop plan - management goals, objectives and targets
2 Year project
Stakeholder engagement (will work to engage lake community)

Drought
 Despite recent rainfall the entire watershed remains at a Level III / Severe status.
 Conditions across the watershed have stabilized but have not responded positively to
the precipitation.
 Crotch Lake is now at a level that it can no longer augment flows downstream
 To maintain some flow through the system, the drawdown on the upper lakes that
normally starts after Thanksgiving will begin next week (Kashwakamak, Big Gull and
Mississagagon)
 Lakes in the upper part of the watershed are already at the lower end of the operating
range for this time of year, so beginning the drawdown earlier creates a number of issues
for us
 Also don’t have as much water available to us to refill the system, so if this drought
continues the question on whether we drop the lakes to a normal winter holding level or
maintain them higher comes into effect.
 That would also impact how much water is available to augment downstream flows

3. Rideau Valley Conservation Authority - Meaghan McDonald, RVCA Lake Planning/ Shoreline
Stewardship Program Coordinator and Laura Parent, RVCA Shoreline Naturalization Program
In response to questions from the floor at the meeting, Meaghan provided the following
answers:
 RVCA Shoreline Naturalization Program does survival assessments and refill
planting. Any previous participants are encouraged to contact us if they would
like to continue with planting efforts. We now offer a wider variety of plants
than were previous offered in the early years of the program.


Existing high water marks are not affected by the drought as the current low
water levels are temporary. Permits for shoreline works still apply (alterations to
shoreline, docks, etc.).
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Additional temperature monitoring sites are a pilot project in MVC watershed
only. Any questions about RVCA’s Watershed Watch Program can be directed to
Sarah Macleod at 613-692-3571 ext. 1109.

RVCA Updates
1) RVCA Communications
Due to anti-spam legislation, anyone wishing to receive outgoing RVCA corporate
communications via email needs to opt-in to our mailing lists. Simply look for the green
“subscribe” button on the RVCA webpage.
Note: Website is currently undergoing an overhaul, so it may look different in the coming
months.
2) Shoreline Naturalization Program
 Continues to provide Rideau Valley shoreline property owners with site visits, planting
plans and full service planting projects with native trees and shrubs.
 This fall will be the last chance for shoreline property owners to receive a free project in
the Rideau Lakes Subwatershed.
 We are also providing free projects for Lakes in the Middle Rideau (Otter and Bellamy).
 For other areas, we cover 75% of the costs of projects.
 Any outreach Lake Associations can do to help get the word out is much appreciated!
We can provide wording/photos etc. if needed for newsletters, websites, social media
etc.
Shoreline Naturalization Before and After Photos
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3) EcoAction Funding for “Reducing Runoff in Rideau Valley”
We have received funding through the Environment Canada’s EcoAction Community Grants
Program to deliver the “Reducing Runoff in Rideau Valley” project over the next two years.
We will be providing a minimum of:
 2 Sustainable drainage workshops
 2 bioengineering projects
 1 wildlife enhancement project
 20 shoreline naturalization projects (planting 400 potted stock and 2000 seedlings)
 2 sustainable drainage demonstration projects (i.e. raingarden, soak away pit, etc.)
 10 small scale runoff projects (rain barrel, soak away pit, natural terracing etc.)
More information to come in the coming months. Any Lake association of individual with
potential sites for a demonstration project, please contact meaghan.mcdonald@rvca.ca
immediately.

4. MNRF Partnership Specialist, Kemptville District - Elizabeth Holmes
Elizabeth explained that, in her role as Partnership Specialist, she was able to connect the
lake groups with people/organizations, expertise, funding opportunities etc. She provided
some tangible examples of things she’d been working on (e.g., helping Watersheds Canada
to undertake a bio-blitz with various ‘experts’; participating on the Lake Links planning
group, distributing information on funding opportunities . Martin Streit is the 2 nd
Partnership Specialist with the Kemptville District and Elizabeth indicated that she and
Martin have links with people in similar roles in other MNRF Districts.
Elizabeth’s contact information is Tel: 613 258-8210 or Elizabeth.HOLMES@ontario.ca
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5. FOCA: Terry Kennedy
Aug. 14th Cottage Sharing Seminar - FOCA was pleased to help sponsor this event in Perth
Copies of DVD soon available - Contact Deanna at FOCA office
(info@foca.on.ca or 705 749-3622)
More seminars planned for next year - will be listed in FOCA ‘elerts’
Lake Links - FOCA also pleased to partner with LNG in other events such as this on Oct.22
FOCA Executive Director Terry Rees will attend
FOCA Fall Seminar - ‘Reverse Engineering -Successful Lake Associations’, Nov. 12 in Toronto always excellent
Copies of flyer for distribution with registration information (or on website)
Climate Change Booklet - ‘Managing Your Waterfront Property in a Changing Climate’
 Copies available for distribution at the Lake Networking Group Meeting
 Cooperative venture with MNRF
 Provides basic understanding of realities and helps focus on mitigating activities
Recent Advocacy Activities – Ongoing discussions with Hydro One concerning rates; Land use
planning and OMB; Participating in reviews of environmental Laws and Reg’s; Municipal
relations with waterfront owners; Septic System management and provincial oversight; Water
quantity management etc.
6. 2016 Lake Links: Civitan Hall, Perth, Sat. October 22, 2016 – Taro Alps (Lake Links Planning
Committee) – Agenda attached to Meeting Notes
2016 Theme - Every Waterfront Matters – You Can Make a Difference
 Learn the Trends in Ownership of Shoreline Properties and what that might
mean to you
 Communication Tools and Approaches that Work
 Actions that make a Difference
To register, please contact Karen Ballentine at Watersheds Canada at
ballentine@watersheds.ca or 613-264-1244. A $20 registration fee, payable at the
door, will include lunch and refreshments
7. Celebrating Canada’s 150th Anniversary in 2017 – Kay Rogers
 Kay brought information about the Lanark County Legacy Cottage Program – as one way
of CELEBRATING CANADA’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2017, Lanark County wishes to
recognize the contributions that members of the cottage community have made to
Lanark County by honouring those families whose cottage has been in the family for 50,
75, 100, or 125 years by designating their cottage a Legacy Cottage. See attachment for
criteria and description
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8. Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit – Dr. Paula Stewart, Medical Officer of
Health
Dr. Stewart was unable to attend the Lake Networking Group meeting but provided the
following comment “our latest initiative is to encourage regular testing of well water. We are in
an area with fractured rock and little ground cover which can easily lead to contamination of the
aquifer at varying depths.” Dr. Stewart provided a pull up poster on well water testing as well as
handouts on a) Locations where the well water testing samples can be dropped off to go to a lab
for testing and b) How to Disinfect a Well. Well water sample bottles for Lake Networking
Group meeting participants to take away were also provided at the meeting.
Karen encouraged everyone to update their lake association contact info on the Emergency
Communication email list for the Health Unit.

9. Update from Fall OPP/Lake Associations meeting held in the Tay Valley Township Council
Chambers, 2174 Harper Road on 23 September 2016 at 9:30 am (Larry Bowen, Christie Lake
Association)
 Nine Lake Associations represented at the meeting
 Questions submitted by lake associations before the meeting were forwarded to
Inspector Derek Needham in advance and then discussed at the meeting
 OPP have become focused on analytical assessments allowing them to focus attention
on certain areas when needed.
 Notification of Lake Associations could be possible when unusual criminal activities are
occurring in the area
Meeting notes have been circulated to Lake Networking Group.
10. Questions re Water Quality Testing conducted by local lake associations –
Judy Hall (Dalhousie Lake Association) forwarded the following questions …
 Which Labs are lake associations and agencies using?
 What parameters are lake associations testing for
 How many times a year do the lake associations conduct testing?
 What do the lake associations do when test results don’t meet MOECC’s standards?
Judy asked Lake Associations to email Karen with their water quality testing protocol.
The information received will be compiled by Karen into a table and distributed to all members
of the Lake Networking Group.

11. Question re range of Memberships fees charged by local lake associations – (from Jayne
MacDonald, Upper Rideau Lake Association) * with recognition that individual lake associations
have a variety of different expenses (e.g different programs/ marker buoys/ insurance or not,
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which are covered by membership fees etc. etc. It was also recognized that different lake
association membership fees may = different # of votes at their AGMs .
By a show of hands the following information was gathered at the meeting….
Membership fee* - $10 and under = 3 lake associations
$11 - $20
= 11
$21 -$30
=4
$31 - $40
=2
$75
=1

12. Additional question from meeting participant – how many lake associations assume
responsibility for placing and maintaining marker buoys in their lakes?
The following lake associations indicated that their lake association had assumed this
responsibility.
Upper Rideau
Black
Bobs and Crow
Big Rideau
Christie
Mississippi
As a follow-up question, by a show of hands, lake reps were asked how many of the lake
associations carried Directors and Liability Insurance – the majority of the lakes represented at
the meeting indicated that they did do so
13. LAKE ASSOCIATION UPDATES:
Some of the topics discussed by the lake associations’ representatives included Pay Pal, fish
restoration grant, septic re-inspection, social activities, strategic plans, water levels, how
cottages are being used, environmental issues, communicating with Townships, capacity studies,
developers taking over lakes due to by-law changes.
Chaffey’s Area Lakes Association (CALA) was welcomed by Karen to Lake Networking Group.
From their recent newsletter, here is a description of CALA …
“CALA serves the Rideau Lakes community in the vicinity of Chaffey’s Lock. Most lake
associations in Eastern Ontario are tied to one lake in particular. This area is fortunate to include
a number of lakes –large and small. CALA is inclusive and wishes to invite new members who
live on or near these lakes as well as other stakeholders who provide services to this area. We
are all partners in learning how to best keep our lakes, shorelines and wildlife healthy.”
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Following are updates submitted electronically by some of the lake associations.
Note: The water quality testing information from the lake associations will be compiled into a
table and distributed separately.

Kennebec Lake Association - Terry Kennedy, President
 Working with Township to implement septic system re-inspection
 Hoping to do ‘Love Your Lake’ program next summer
 Submitted recent critique of Township Strategic Plan draft
 Social activities: Winter Activity Day in February and July 1st/4th Flotilla and Barbecue
Pike Lake Community Association – Adrienne Fowlie – Larocque, President
1. Nomination and election process. Board elected for 2016-18 following a “new” process;
notably nominations were accepted until one week prior to the AGM, rather than from the
floor at the meeting. Members were notified of the election and nomination process on the
PLCA website, Pike Lake Post and two email reminders. Signed nomination forms were
accepted via mail, email or personal delivery until one week prior to the AGM and election;
at which time all nomination forms were opened and the candidates announced. At the
election, each candidate was allowed two minutes to speak. Nine candidates were
acclaimed to specific positions. One position (Member at Large) remained vacant, at which
point nominations from the floor were accepted, and an election for that position followed.
2. Board Objectives and Measures of Success. Early in the 2016-18 term, the Board outlined its
objectives for the next two years. Objectives are as follows:






By September 2017, the PLCA Board will have a revised and approved Constitution.
By July 2018, the PLCA Board will have strengthened two-way communications.
By July 2018, the PLCA Board will have contributed to a safer and healthier Pike Lake
environment.
By July 2018, the PLCA Board will have increased engagement of PLCA members.
By July 2018, the PLCA Board will have increased membership.

Currently developing qualitative and quantitative “Measures of Success” to help evaluate
and report on progress. PLCA is interested to benchmark its performance against other
Associations.
3. Communications activities. A Communications Strategy was developed to help support the
above-listed Board Objectives. Immediate actions included preparing Communiqués of
Board meetings and activities; and identifying target audiences for tailored messaging and
information flow. Initiated the following committees: Marketing Committee, Outreach
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Committee, Pike Lake Post Special Edition Committee, and Communications Committee
(with a mandate to develop a policy on the information to be shared with members).
4. Constitution renewal. Thanks to all those who provided input for our Lake Association
survey. Constitution Committee work culminated in a facilitated Town Hall meeting, which
offered opportunity to explore in the detail four topics: PLCA mandate, objectives,
membership, and the nomination and election process. Committee to present their
recommendations at the next Board meeting, as well as a plan (including steps and
timelines) to bring Constitution to vote in 2017.
5. Liability insurance. PLCA Board exploring merits of taking out Commercial Liability Insurance
and Directors’ Liability Insurance versus Event Insurance on an as-need basis.
Considerations include Board and Association Activities, balancing risk with the cost of
insurance, and sustainability given current membership and fees.
6. Walleye spawning bed enhancement. Project funded by MNRF; two (of three) previously
completed, one spawning bed outstanding. Plans to lay rubble in winter 2016 cancelled on
account of thin ice. Rescheduled to January/February 2017, and intending to combine with
a mid-winter social.
7. Issues of Concern
a. Boat motor thefts. At least three boat motors stolen early summer 2016. PLCA
Board leveraged email distribution list to raise awareness and share observations
among residents, serving as a “Community Watch”.
b. Fire on Big Island (Crown Land). Cause suspected to be improper campfire
practices. Renewed discussion of fire prevention, communications protocols and fire
ban restrictions. PLCA Board will explore this issue further in the coming months.
c. Low water levels and dam management. Issue of concern to many residents.
Boaters report difficulties launching and pulling boats at the public boat launch. PLCA
Board leveraged email distribution list to connect members with launches to
members to those with boats requiring assistance. Enquired about upgrading
existing public MNR boat launch.
Farren Lake Property Owners Association - Kris McDonald, FLPOA secretary
Sept 2016 update for the Lake Networking Group
Issues & activities for the 2016 season included:
1. Executive Board changes including a new president and a larger, “new blood” board in
addition to several veteran members continuing to serve
2. Attempts to initiate “Road Reps” around the lake as contacts to the Board
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3. Involvement with TVT planner regarding a specific property development which has
reached the OMB level of negotiations
4. Numerous concerns by property owners regarding increased algae. RVCA was notified
and made a visit to make sure it was not blue-green algae. Significant sudden
temperature shifts in early summer were considered to be the cause of the large
blooms.
5. Watershed Watch water testing throughout the season
6. Participation in a shoreline program as a result of our AGM presentation
7. Lake Partners Program monthly secchi disk readings
8. Annual Golf Day at Rideau Lakes Golf Course
9. Board member attendance at OPP service meeting to provide information to our
members about tips for cottage security and water safety issues
Christie Lake Association Inc. – Larry Bowen, President
 Social Activities
o We have had yet another season of activity culminating with our end summer
Dinner Dance held at Camp Opemikon which was sold out.
 Fish Bundles
o Once again we are currently in the process of building more fish bundles for
insertion into our lake to enhance the aquatic life. It seems to be working but
will take a few more seasons to make an accurate assessment.
 Dark Skies – Light Pollution
o The Dark Sky Places Program was started by the International Dark-Skies
Association in 2001 to encourage communities around the world to preserve and
protect dark sites through responsible lighting polices and public education. Visit
http://darksky.org/idsp/ for more information.
o We have supported this initiative as has Tay Valley Township in its Official Plan.
Support for Dark Skies was also raised by some of our members at our 2016
AGM.
 Water Levels Christie Lake – Letter to Parks Canada
o The fluctuating water level on Christie Lake has been a concern for residents for
numerous years. Christie Lake is a ‘flow-through lake’ and therefore all water
released at the Bolingbroke Dam flows into Christie Lake and continues
downstream into the Rideau Canal system. The topography of the outflow from
Christie Lake is narrow and shallow; the result being that outflow is normally
slower than the inflow. This raises the water level in Christie whenever a log is
pulled from the upstream dam until the released water can exit the lake.
o Recent statistics of water level fluctuations during the period 2000-2015, vary
relative to the amount of precipitation on any given year, have ranged from
0.5m/1.6ft to 1.27m/4.16ft. The average fluctuation has been 0.65m/2.16ft.
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o The recommendation to contact Parks Canada was raised at the Christie Lake
Association Inc 2015 Annual General Meeting. Tay Valley Township supported
this initiative in August 2015.
o The topic of building a weir on the outflow of Christie Lake was again raised at
our 2016 Annual General Meeting, which received full support of those present.
The CLA then circulated a survey in August 2016 to all members to verify
membership support for a weir or not. The result of the survey with a 45.8%
membership return was yes.
o Therefore the Christie Lake Association will be sending a letter to Parks Canada
requesting that they conduct a study as the most effective method to reduce the
sizable water level fluctuations on Christie Lake. It is also realized that there may
be no practical solution save adjusting to Mother Nature.
Bobs Lake/Bolingbroke Dam reconstruction status
o See this Parks Canada website link for current status http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/visit/infrastructure/tay/barrage-lacbobs-lake-dam.aspx

Dalhousie Lake Association Inc. – Judy Hall, President


This year our association continued to grow with a successful membership drive mid
June to Mid July with 122 members signed up. We did not hold an informational
meeting in July as we usually do but we encouraged our members to attend the Cottage
Succession meeting in August.



We held our AGM in August with guest speaker Deputy Mayor John Hall. We continue to
sponsor the Canada Day fireworks. We also continued with testing for phosphorous and
e-coli at four locations on the lake in July and September.



Next year we plan to invite the Fire Chief to speak at the July meeting as many people
were confused about what the regulations are during a fire ban.



I think we had a successful year and will continue to keep our members informed over
the winter.
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Sharbot Lake Property Owners Association – Kevin Browne, President
 Completed our AGM on July 23rd and received acknowledgment in local papers about
having some of the best presenters.
 Our Social Dinner Event on the same day was sold out and the Silent Auction was a huge
success.
 We have partnered with Watersheds Canada for Walleye Fish Habitat restoration and
were awarded a grant to complete 2 areas on the lake.
 We have added PayPal to our web site to make it easier for members to renew and have
had previous members renew even though they have been absent for a few years.
 We continue to release 3 newsletters per year and advertise with our sponsors in 2
editions and these same sponsors supplied wonderful items for our silent auction.
 We have partnered with MVCA for the temperature tracking program and had a probe in
the East Basin.
 Due to the interest in the Mayor summary at the AGM we setup a separate meeting
between the Mayor with our 2 councillors and the members who were able to attend to
cover 6 main items and 2 minor items. It was a great success and I believe our
representatives in the township are understanding where we are coming from. The
items and date were determined through a survey sent out to the membership.
 We applied to the Sustainable Eastern Ontario for a grant to assist us with the cost for
the AGM and the Social Dinner and received a small grant which we hope to follow-up
on for the following years.
 We are leading towards an executive election for next year so stay tuned.

Big Clear Lake Association – Art Dunham, President
 We sent out a spring and summer newsletter.
 Reminded members not to fish in shallow water where bass spawn before bass season
as removing the male from the nest for even a short time allows other fish to eat the
eggs.
 We bought and worked with the township to install Turtle Crossing signs on the roads
around Arden.
 We did not hold an AGM this year due to lack of response from a survey we did asking
about topics - the executives felt their time was better spent doing newsletters than
conducting an AGM for 15 people - we will try again next year.

Mississippi Lakes Association – Rob Bell, President:
1. Love Your Lake completed this past summer. Reports in progress for spring distribution.
2. Mississippi Lake Plan Implementation Group, including MOECC, MCVA, Lanark Health Unit,
Carleton Place, Mississippi Mills, Ontario Natural Resources, Beckwith, DNE) set up to meet
twice a year. Two sub committees for Nutrient Management and Planning formed.
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3. Invasive species bioblitz completed in summer in partnership with Mississippi Valley Field
Naturalists.
4. New website launched in March: mississippilakesassociation.org
5. Continued publication of our e-newsletter: Your Mississippi Minute
6 Loon survey completed also in partnership with Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists.
Otty Lake Association – Reid Kilburn, President
Otty Lake Fish and Wildlife Enhancement Update - Phase IV – Summer and Fall 2016
A total of 20 volunteers put in approximately 105 hours installing a variety of habitat
enhancement initiatives:
Fish Habitat Enhancement:
Brush bundles (wood structure installed in shallow weedy bays to provide cover and feeding
habitat for fish and wildlife) = 9
Largemouth bass spawning beds (enhanced structure in the form of a small amount of stone to
enhance spawning habitat) = 25
Wood structure supporting largemouth bass beds (largemouth bass rely on wood structure
being available in close proximity to spawning locations for feeding and cover habitat) = 18
Wildlife Habitat Enhancement:
Following the success of the 2015 nesting box construction project, a bat box project was
suggested, and the requests for bat boxes started rolling in. Ten wood duck and ten
swallow/blue bird boxes were built in 2015 as part of Phase III of the Fish and Wildlife
Enhancement project and were in- stalled around Otty Lake.
Shortly after the 2016 AGM, organizers had collected more than 20 requests for bat boxes. In
the weeks leading up to construction day, the lumber was cut into the appropriate dimensions,
marked for drilling with a template, and predrilled for assembly. Final assembly of the bat boxes
took place July 25 where twenty new bat boxes were assembled, along with two more swallow
boxes, and five more wood duck houses. Many of the participants took them home and installed
them that day.
For the history of Phase I through III please see: http://www.rvca.ca/otty_lake/index.html
2016 Zebra Mussel population survey:
The zebra mussel population has declined significantly this summer as compared to the summer
of 2105.
Here is brief discussion of our observations and results.
What we measured:
Eight zebra mussel samplers were installed around Otty Lake on the May 24th weekend and
were removed on September 21st. The sampling method and duration was identical to the 2014
and 2105 summer sampling procedures. The zebra mussels were removed from the surface of
each sampler and counted. Each sampler had a surface area of about 0.65 square metres.
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2014 Observations
During the summer of 2014, five of the samplers produced very small numbers of mussels (less
than 100 zebra mussels per square metre), and the remaining three produced higher numbers
(less than 700 zebra mussels per square metre). The highest concentration was found on the
rocky shallow shoals around Cloverleaf Island.
2015 results:
There was a significant increase in the density of zebra mussels on 6 of the 8 samplers over the
2014 results. The maximum density on any of the samplers was 2,300 individuals (or a density
of approximately 3,500 mussels per square metre). Two of the other samplers were in the 2000
mussels per square metre range and the lowest density was 360 mussels per square metre. A
high percentage of the mussels were juveniles on each sampler. We concluded that the zebra
mussel population is thriving in Otty Lake.
2016 Results:
Our measurements varied from 48 and 67 individuals per square metre to 1717 per square
metre. There was a balance between adult and juvenile individuals on all samplers, except one
which had a concentration of 630 juveniles per square meter and no adults. This represents a
significant decrease in population densities compared to 2015 although the results remain very
slightly higher than the 2014 concentrations. This is positive news!
These results suggest that Zebra mussel populations are cyclical and fluctuations will be
expected in future years.

Next Meeting – Friday, April 28th, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. at the Burgess Hall (location
to be confirmed)
Mary Lynne Holton and Judy Kennedy offered to bring muffins for the meeting
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